Classroom/Administrative Discipline and the Discipline Chart

The discipline format that has been used in the elementary school is a
research based style of learning through consequences, a method of discipline
rather than just a punitive method. The discipline in an elementary school is
different than that in a high school. There are great developmental strides
that take place in students, ages six to fourteen, grades one through eight.
Enormous learning takes place regarding right and wrong. During this time
frame, students need to learn to differentiate personal perception from actual
reality. The ability to view an action in an objective manner is a learned
process based on developmental growth. A child in the primary grades has a
difficult time with this and often resorts to a wishful truth. All students
begin with a wishful truth and develop (learn) to be objectively truthful. With
this format, the effects of lying are always outlined. Personal intentions,
feelings prior to and after an incident, and the ability to respond rather than
react are discussed. Furthermore, negotiation techniques and verbal
responses are presented to help in future events. In addition, students who
have behavioral difficulties are able to overcome them through a
consequence-based and consistent discipline. There are many steps in this
type of discipline: identifying the problem through questioning and
investigation, discussing the incident objectively, accepting personal actions,
expressing repentance, serving consequences, apologizing when applicable,
extending forgiveness and reconciliation and avoiding future incidences.
Understandably, there are a variety of household discipline techniques to
which children are exposed; however, using a consequence form of discipline
helps children learn from their mistakes and is in keeping with the Catholic
teaching of forgiveness.

The discipline chart is at the front of every student planner. Just a
reminder that the chart begins with DIVINE, recognizing our reverence and
dependence on God, the Divine Child. Next the acronym, CHILD, is
vertically explained: C=Courteous actions and speech, H=Hands to self,
[=Include others, L=Listen and learn, and D=Dedicated to Divine Child. This
acronym should aid students, parents, and teachers in focusing on the
positive attributes of our students at Divine Child Elementary School.

In conclusion, any time there is difficulty with the discipline policy at
DCES there are many open avenues for communication to which one may
avail: a formal meeting, a phone call, a written note, e-mail, and open
suggestions under the dces.info website. Consequences are listed in the
student planner. Please take time to review them; send any
suggestions to the office. Thank you in advance for your time spent
reviewing the discipline chart. School and home must work together to
remain consistent in shaping our students to become responsible and caring
members of our community.






